
Delaware moves from 10th to
5th  among  Bicycle  Friendly
States
League  of  American  Bicyclists  ranks  Delaware  first  among
northeastern states

Dover  –  In  honor  of  National  Bike  Month,  the  League  of
American Bicyclists today released its latest Bicycle Friendly
States  ranking.  In  the  sixth  annual  assessment,  Delaware
achieved  a  fifth  place  ranking  nationally,  while  placing
number one in the northeastern United States.

“People want to work and live in places they are proud to call
home,” said Governor Markell.  “This shows the progress we’ve
been  making  to  expand  trails  and  pathways,  offering  more
connected workplaces and homes. We’re on the road to making
our quality of life in Delaware #1 in the country. It’s good
for families and for businesses who want to grow here.”

In 2011, Governor Markell challenged the state to harness the
health,  recreation  and  economic  benefits  of  cycling,  and
increase Delaware’s ranking in the annual survey of bicycle
friendly states.  In doing so, Governor Markell launched the
First  State  Trails  and  Pathways  Initiative;  a  partnership
between DelDOT and DNREC for the planning and construction of
new bicycling and pedestrian facilities.   The goal is to
enhance existing trails and pathways by making connections
that extend their reach, and to construct new ones where the
opportunities are greatest.  The initiative was recognized for
its  significance  last  year  by  the  League  of  American

Bicyclists, when Delaware moved from 18th to 10th place in the
2012 ranking.

“Safe  and  accessible  biking  facilities  are  a  smart
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transportation investment for Delaware residents looking for
alternative  ways  to  get  to  employment,  shopping  and
entertainment venues,” said Transportation Secretary Shailen
Bhatt.   “Coupled with public outreach to educate cyclists and
drivers  about  sharing  our  roads,  these  facilities  help
increase  the  ease  with  which  bicyclists  and  motorists
successfully interact.  DelDOT is gratified Delaware’s efforts
to better serve the bicycling community are achieving the
national recognition they deserve.”

“That Delaware should be ranked number-five in the list of
bicycle friendly states speaks well of the progress we are
making in our effort to build better connections within our
communities  through  the  Governor’s  Trails  and  Pathways
Initiative,” said DNREC Secretary Collin O’Mara. “Now that
Delaware has been determined to be the most bicycle friendly
state east of the Mississippi, we can say that without a doubt
that we are making the state a healthier, more active, more
vibrant and attractive place to live, work and visit. Stay
tuned as we go for number one.”

About the League of American Bicyclists

The League of American Bicyclists promotes bicycling for fun,
fitness and transportation, and works through advocacy and
education  for  a  bicycle-friendly  America.  The  League
represents the interests of America’s 57 million bicyclists,
including  its  300,000  members  and  affiliates.  For  more
information  or  to  support  the  League,  visit
www.bikeleague.org.  Learn more about the Bicycle Friendly
America program at www.bikeleague.org/bfa.

Media  contact:  Elizabeth  Murphy,  Communications  Manager,
League  of  American  Bicyclists,  (202)  621-5458,
Liz@BikeLeague.org
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